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A blueprint for our city
By Karen Hodge Click here for full page image in PDF format
THREE-STOREY developments could pop up around shopping centres such as Bulleen Plaza and Jackson Court if draft guidelines get the green light. Manningham Council has developed draft Residential Character Guidelines to create a blueprint for residential development in the municipality. Developed in line with the State Government's Melbourne 2030 strategy, the document considers the area's ageing population, decreasing household sizes and looks at how to tackle future development pressures. Under the blueprint, three-storey developments, with a maximum 11m height, are encouraged on consolidated lots of a minimum of 2000sq m, around neighbourhood activity centres.
Areas that fall into this category include the Donburn shops, Devon Plaza, Macedon Square and Tunstall Square. Less intense development is preferred outside shopping centres and away from major roads and a maximum of two dwellings is allowed on an average-sized residential lot, under the guidelines. But increased housing density is encouraged along main roads and areas just outside Doncaster Hill.
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Residents fear for leafy suburbs
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[bookmark: _GoBack]RESIDENTS fear medium-density housing could swallow up their leafy suburbs under a draft blueprint for the city's future residential development. More than 150 people voiced concerns over Manningham Council's draft Residential Character Guidelines at a recent public meeting. As reported in Manningham Leader (April 21), the blueprint pinpoints ``red areas'' were medium density would be encouraged. Neighbourhood activity centres such as Donburn shops, Devon Plaza, Tunstall Square and Bulleen Plaza could see three-storey buildings on consolidated lots of a minimum 2000sq m.
